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Claims 1-20 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention Is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

3. Claim 1 is directed to an insurance policy perse. The insurance policy as claimed is 
merely an abstract idea of a legal agreement that is intended to cover financial consequences of 
the ending of a contractual relationship. Such an abstract idea is not tangibly embodied and, 
therefore, is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

4. In addition, claims 2-1 1 fail to remedy the deficiencies of claim 1 as they merely further 
define the terms and conditions of the insurance policy of claim 1 . Therefore, claims 2-1 1 are 
rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 
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7. Regarding claims 4 and 5, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-5, 8-12, 14-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Covert. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/038681. 

1 0. As per claim 1 , Covert teaches an insurance policy covering at least some financial 
consequences of the untimely ending of a contractual relationship between two or more natural 
persons, which contractual relationship governs the natural persons way of living together (see 
paragraph 0036). 

11. As per claim 2, Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 1 as described above. 
Covert further teaches said contractual relationship is a marital contract (see paragraph 0036). 

12. As per claim 3, Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 2 as described above. 
Covert further teaches said untimely ending comprises a divorce between the natural persons 
(see paragraph 0036). 

1 3. As per claim 4, Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 1 as described above. 
Covert further teaches said insurance policy combines said some financial consequences of the 
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untimely ending of a contractual relationship between natural persons with other financial risks 
(see paragraph 0036). 

14. As per claim 5, Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 1 as described above. 
Covert further teaches said policy is part of another contract (see paragraph 0061 ). 

15. As per claim 8, Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 1 as described above. 
Covert further teaches requiring periodical installments (see paragraph 0036). 

16. As per claim 9, Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 1 as described above. 
Covert further teaches a clause for a minimum duration of the subject contractual relationship 
before any coverage is obtained (see paragraph 0036, since the policy is tied to the divorce 
decree, the Examiner is interpreting any date for payment associated therewith to be the 
claimed minimum duration). 

17. As per claim 10, Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 1 as described above. 
Covert further teaches a clause limiting coverage for a certain time interval after the initiation of 
said contractual relationship (see paragraph 0036, payments are based on the divorce decree). 

1 8. As per claim 1 1 , Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 1 as described above. 
Covert further teaches the policy is taken by an entity not being a party to said contractual 
relationship (see paragraph 0036). 

19. As per claim 12, Covert teaches a method of doing business comprising: determining a 
periodic amount to be charged a prospective participant for divorce insurance (see paragraph 
0036; charging that periodic amount to a participant in an insurance program over a period of 
time (see paragraph 0036); and administering the insurance program (see paragraph 0036). 

20. As per claim 14, Covert teaches the method of claim 12 as described above. Covert 
further teaches the amount to be charged is based, in part, on the prospective participant's 
projected earnings (see paragraph 0036). 
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21 . As per claim 15, Covert teaches the method of claim 12 as described above. Covert 
further teaches the amount to be charged is based, in part, on the prospective participant's 
partner's projected earnings (see paragraph 0036). 

22. As per claim 16, Covert teaches the method of claim 12 as described above. Covert 
further teaches the amount charged a participant is changed in view of changed circumstances 
in the participant's life (see paragraph 0036). 

23. As per claim 17, Covert teaches the method of claim 16 as described above. Covert 
further teaches the changed circumstances are selected from the listed group and any 
combination thereof (see paragraph 0036). 

24. As per claim 18, Covert teaches the method of claim 12 as described above. Covert 
further teaches the periodic amount is a monthly amount (see paragraph 0036). 

25. As per claim 20, Covert teaches the method of claim 12 as described above. Covert 
further teaches means to prevent fraud (see paragraph 0047). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

26. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

27. Claims 6-7, 13, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Covert, U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/038681 in view of Flagg, U.S. Patent No. 
6,456,979. 

28. As per claim 6, Covert teaches the insurance policy of claim 1 as described above. 
Covert does not explicitly teach providing a payment at an end date of the policy in the event the 
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contractual relationship does not end untimely. Flagg teaches an insurance policy 'that includes 
providing a payment prior to an end date of the policy (see column 1 , lines 20-23, in particular, 
the cash surrender prior to payment of a death benefit). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate such a feature into the system 
of Covert. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate such a 
feature for the purpose of providing enhanced flexibility in the administration of the insurance 
policy of Covert. 

29. As per claim 7, Covert in view of Flagg teach the insurance policy of claim 6 as 
described above. Covert does not explicitly teach the payment as claimed. Flagg further 
teaches payment is dependent on investment of installments paid on behalf of said natural 
persons for said insurance policy (see column 1 , lines 23-29). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate such a feature into the 
system of Covert for the reasons given above with respect to claim 6. 

30. As per claim 13, Covert teaches the method of claim 12 as described above. Covert 
does not explicitly teach the amount to be charged is based, in part, on the prospective 
participant's age and the prospective participant's partner's age. Flagg teaches an insurance 
policy that includes basing charge amounts on participant's age (see column 2, lines 13-32). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate such a feature into the system of Covert. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to incorporate such a feature for the purpose of providing enhanced flexibility in 
the administration of the Insurance policy of Covert. 

31 . As per claim 19, Covert teaches the method of claim 12 as described above. Covert 
does not explicitly teach investing at least a portion of the periodic amount. Flagg teaches an 
insurance policy that includes investing at least a portion of the periodic amount (see column 1 , 
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lines 23-29). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate such a feature into the system of Covert. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to incorporate such a feature for the purpose of providing enhanced 
flexibility in the administration of the insurance policy of Covert. 



32. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luke Gilligan whose telephone number is (571) 272-6770. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm. 

33. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

34. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



12/12/05 




Patent Examiner 
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